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T H E  IVAR I N  T H E  MEDI'TERRANEAN. 

Continued from hiarch JOURXIL, page 417. 

(a) Naval. 

HIGHER Co.\f~lnh-DERs.-~ice-~~dmira~ Aubry, Commander-in-Chief of 
the naval forces, died on board his flagship the " Vittorio Emmanuele " 
on the 4th March a t  Taranto. Vice-Admiral Faravelli, who commanded 
tlie 2nd Squadron was appointed to succeed him, and Vice-Admiral Viale, 
I'rcsident of the Supreme Naval Council, took over the command of the 
2nd Squadron. In  April Admiral Faravelli, whose health is said to  have 
broken down under continued strain, resigned his command and was 
succeeded by Admiral Viale. 

=\EGe.\x.-\Vhile the attempts at mediation were still in progress in  
the early part of March it was stated that the Italian fleet would not 
undertake- .any operations in the Aegean pending the result of the negotia- 
tions. Keverthclcss, the 1 urlis continucd active preparations for the 
defence of the Dardanelles against a corrfi de uraiti. Before the outbreak 
of war  the chief defences of the Thrdanelles were situated on either side of 
the channel about Nagara and Chanals, where the greatest width is 
about I , ~ . J  yards; a t  the Aegean entrance tlicre were sonic old masonry 
forts. These latter works, which appeared the most exposed to an attack, 
were now strengthenrd and improved. Forts Kum IWeh and Orltanieh 
on the Asiatic side, and Sedd-ul Bahr and Ertogrul on the European side 
mounted, between them, IS heavy (21 to  2s-cm.) Krupp guns; the total 
armanient ot the Dardanelles forts was  increased to  350 guns, many of 
which were brought from the Bosphorous defences.1 Additional mine 
defences were laid down and stririgcnt regulations were issued as to the 
passage of ships, entry by night being entirely forbidden. Torpedo boats 
patrolled outside the Aegean entrance while the fleet itself was stationed nt 
Kagara. -4 force of some 40,000 infantry and cavalry wa5 held in readi- 
ness in the neighbourhood. 

At Smprna preparations were made to sink ships laden with stone 
in, the narrowest part of the harbour entrance, six miles from the tow& 
So particu1:ir measures appear to have been taken a t  other coast localities, 
various Ilcdif units previously called out  round the coast having bccn 
in fact dismissed. 

O n  April 14th an ofiicial statement appeared in the Italian Press to 
the effect that  the 1st Squadron of the Navy was about to leave Taranto 
to relieve the 2nd Squadron which had been employed since the beginning 
of the war on the 1.iby-m coast. This  w:is followed by the First Squad- 
ron leaving Taranto 011 April l j t h  and moving directly to  the Aegean 
Sea. On the 17th the fleet concentrated near Stampalia; cables between 
Lemnos and Imbros were cut on the night of the 17/18 April, and by 
6.30 a.m. on the ISth the Squadron, which had now been joined by the 
division of destroyers under the I)uke of tlie Abruzzi, made for the mouth 
of the Dardanelles. 

1 here was apparently no original intention of bombarding the forts 
a t  this time, the idea being partly to show the Turks that the Italian 
Government was prepared if necessary to demonstrate its full liberty of 
action in European waters and partly to draw out the Turkish fleet from 
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7 1 0  THE WAR IN THE AIEDITERRANEAN [m, 1912 

its place of refuge inside the Straits; with this latter object the Straits 
were approached in the first instance by only an advance division of the 
main fleet. This  hope was not realized, though a Turliish destroyer 
showed herself at the entrance to the Straits. T h e  Italian fleet moved 
towards her and was fired on by the outer Turkish forts a t  about S,ooo 
yards range; a n  engagement subsequently ensued in which 24 Italian 
vessels (four large units and 20 smaller ones) participatcd. An eschange 
of fire between these vessels and Forts Kum Kaleh, O r l m ~ i e h  and 
Sedd-ul-Bahr lasted from 11.45 in the morning until 2 o'cloclc in the 
afternoon, but the ranges fired a t  mere over 8,000 yards and little damage 
appears to  have ensued on either side. A later ncwspapcr report from 
Constantinople states that Kum Kaleh fort n-as cotnpletely destroycd, 
the 'I'urks losing boo killed and mounded. The Italian report states 
explicitly that no combined naval and military operations were intended 
and that there was no intention of forcing the Dardanelles. 

As a result of this attack the Turkish authorities issued orders for 
the entire closing of the Straits to  traffic. 

Concurrently wiLh the above engagement, two Italian vessels bom- 
barded the Turkish barracks a t  Vathy in Samos and destroyed the guard- 
ship in the harbour. Later reports show that the Italians have established 
a naval station on the Island of Stampalia. 

RED SEA.-The Italian naval squadron in the Red Sea consisted in 
March of five protected, three unprotected, and two auxiliary cruisers. 
SIidy was bombard& on the 29th February and was simultaneously 
attacked on the land side by the adherents of Said and Idriss, the garri- 
son of 60 surrendering after a brave resistance.1 

Early in April it  was announced that the Italian Foreign Office had 
informed the Powers that  the naval blockade in the Red Sea, as declared 
cn the 21st and 23rd January last (see Map in Feb. JOURNAL, page z@), 
had been extended from the Sth April, northwards from Ras Isa to a 
point 15' 15' N. Lat. and  42' 43' E. of Greenwich, that is to say, t o  a 
few miles north of Loheia, which is  thus now included in the zone of 
blockade. The island of Kamaran had been omitted from the original 
zone, because it was the  quarantine station for the pilgrims to  hfecca; but 
when the Italians discovered that it was used as a base of supplies for 
Hodeida and that the Turks interpreted its exclusion as a confession of weak- 
ness on the part of Italy, the recent extension was deemed advisable. 

(b) nIili!ary Measures. 
Couai,~PI'DEi~s.--XIajor-Gencral Ameglio has been promoted to Lieut.- 

General. Major-General Ciancio has replaced Major-General Castadello 
as Chief of the Staff and has been succeeded in the command of his 
brigade at Benghazi by Major-General Marchi, recently promoted. Major- 
General Coardi di Carpenetto has been appointed to  command a cavalry 
brigade in Tripoli, formed of the regiment of Florentine Lancers, two 
squadrons of Guides, and two squadrons of the Lodi Regiment. 

ORGANIZATION : '81 LEvY.-The 1891 levy of recruits having completed 
its training in Italy at the beginning of March it was arranged that the 
ISSS levy, numbering some 53,000 m n ,  should be passed into the reserve, 
commencing, for those serving in Italy, on the 20th March, and as soon 
as pxsible after the 1st April for the aj,ooo men of the levy serving in 

1 Jlarine Rofidschazc. 
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Africa, who had been the first troops to sail for the  \vat-. The lSSg and 
iSgo levies number I jo,ooo men. Commenting upon the above statement, 
the Popolo Roirintio states that the army in Italy numbers 103,000 Illen, 
namely, a j , m  men of the ISSS, 35,000 men of the ISS~, ~ O , O ~ O  of the 
1 8 9  levy, and 3,000 of the standing army. 

ARTILLERP.--rhe reorganization. of the artillery in Italy was 
espected to be completed by hZay 1st. Each of the 12 army corps was to 
havc a regiment of field artillery of s i s  batteries, and each of the first 
24 divisions a regiment of artillery of fire batteries. A section of artillery 
mounted on camels has been formed a t  Tripoli. 

DEFEPI’CES.--;\ fort is in progress of construction a t  Tajura, about 12; 

miles from Tripoli. Daily caravans of material and food are sent there, 
and recently several attacks have been madc on them by brigands while 
on the march. 

GESDARAIEIIIL-~II the 3rd March the natives, who are to  form a 
portion of the police force a t  Tripoli, were s\vorn in. This  force is to  
be known as the “ Gharian Force.” I t  would secm to be in thc nature 
of a gendarmerie, as it is spoken of a s  having madc a reconnaissance on 
the 5th March. 

LOssES.-..\ccording to the official announcenient in the Press, the 
Italian losses up to March 2nd include 37 officers and SS2 rank and file 
killed. 

C01131USICATIOS SERVICES.-100 motor wagons, capacity one-and-a-half 
tons each, havc been landed at Tripoli. 

4,000 camels have arrived or are on their way to the Italian ;\rniy 
from Erithryea or Tunis. 

The railway from Tripoli to Fort Santa Barbara WIS stated to be 
\\-orking on thc 19th March and the branch line to  Tajura \\*as begun 
on the following day.’ The  branch line to Gargaresch XIS completed on 
the 16th April on which day the first train ran through to the oasis. 

T h e  wireless station at  Coltano has now obtained communication 
with hIogadisco and with .\lassowah. The new wireless telegraph installa- 
tion at  Tripoli is now believed to bc completed; its radius by night will 
be I,zjo miles, and it will connect with Coltano and other important Italian 
centres. T h e  wircless station a t  Benghazi can now comniunicatc with 
\‘ittoria in Sicily. 

(c) Military Operations. 

ITALIAS ’ 1’RESS COlllIEXTS.-SeVCra~ newspapers, including the 
Gsercito, which is usually most orthodos and correct in its attitude 
towards all in authority, have lately criticized General Canem’s conduct 
oi the campaign rather sharply. The  general line of attack is that XOO,OOO 

Italian troops, equipped with all the most modern appliances of war, and 
with absotute command of thc sea, hare  done no more after s i s  months 
than occupy five points on the coast line of Libya: that the Turlcs can 
claim \vith some truth that all these five places are blockaded on their land 
fronts by som? (5,000 Turkish regulars n-ith sonic 12 guns, and about 
20,000 badly armed .\mb tribesmen; that not only is this action tlenioraliz- 
ing to the troops but most unfair to  them, now that their courage and 
discipline, of which their chicfs may haw had some doubts a t  first, have 
been full!* tried arid prared to bc br\and a11 reproach. I t  is also urged 
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that it ~ o u l d  be mozt &honouring to Italy were a peace to be nor\? 
arranged, since, the Government having decided to resort to arms, it 
is only after striking a decisive blow that it can, with honour, impose 
terms of peace. The Popolo Hotnario of the 22nd ult. publishes a 
reply, saying, ' L  We have had one Adua," pointing out that precipitancy 
is the mother of failure, and concluding, "'and one Adua is enough." 

li'esterra Theafre of Opeiatioris. 
GARGARESCH.-on the 3rd hlarch a night attack was made on Fort 

No. 3 a t  Gargaresch by a Turco-Arab force coming from the direction of 
Zanzur. Soon after midnight, in bright moonlight, small hostile groups 
were observed moving against thc 3rd Gargarcsch redoubt. The trenches 
were speedily manned and, after heavy rifle and machine-gun fire supported 
by guns in the Di Simi and Battagha batteries on the estrcme right near 
the coast, successivc attacks were beaten back in 50 minutes. 

Fort No. 3 was again attacked on the 16th March; on this occasion 
the attacking force, numbering about 300 Arabs, was dispersed by artil- 
lery fire with fuzes set a t  zero. 

Ars ZnR.a.-On the morning of the 4th March the Erithrean Battalion, 
which is composed of four companies drawn from four dilierent battalions, 
was sent out from Ain Zara with a troop of the Lodi cavalry and some 
of the Camel Corps to reconnoitre towards Bir-el-Turli. This flying 
column on reaching Bir-Rodan Scerif, close to its objective, mas opposed 
by some 2 0 0  of the enemy, but managed to drive them back and halted 
there for over two hours. Later a force, estimafed to number 1~500  Arabs 
with some Turliish regulars, attaclicd the column and endeavoured to cut 
its line of retreat. Tho column withdrew fighting to Ain Zara, the 
Erithrean soldiers proving, it is said, a better match for the Arabs in mobility 
than European troops. The Italian losses were nine killed and 28 wounded. 

Early in thc morning of the loth March some i,joo Arabs commanded 
by mounted officers, and supported by Turkish regulars, made vigorous 
attacks of three-and-a-half hours' duration on the redoubt a t  Ain Zara. 
The attack was made on a wide front and the Italians withheld their fire 
until the enemy arrived a t  a range of less than So0 yards. The guns in 
the redoubt fired over 70 rounds and the enemy's losses are believed to 
have been hemy. 

At the close of the action two dirigibles " P2 '' and " P3 " arrived from 
Tripoli and pursued the enemy towards Bir-el-Turk, dropping bombs from a 
height of over 3,000 feet. The dirigibles then turned away to the east- 
ward towards Tajura, and when some four miles from Ain Zara dis- 
covered a Turkish camp hidden behind some sand dunes. Ten more 
bombs were dropped from a height of 4,000 feet into the camp and the 
dirigibles returned to Tripoli after a flight of three hours. 

Hous.-The eastern front of the newly-acquired Italian position on the 
heights of Biergheb was attacked on the night of the 5th-6th hiarch by 
Turks and Arabs to the number of some 3,000 men, who were repulsed, 
it is said, with heavy losses. 

OCCUPATTIOS OF S l D t  SAID.-~eSUltOry fighting took place on various 
other occasions during March and April, but by far the most important 
cperation in this portion of the theatre of war was the occupation of 
Sidi Said and Fort Bu Kemessa, 20 miles west of Zuara (April 10th-12th). 

The force employed was as follows :- 
Cotnr?tnrider : Lieut.-General Garioni. 
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t13 
Troops : A division organized of the following units :-30th Inf. Regt. 

from Nocera; 60th Inf. Regt. from Viterbo; 9th Uersaglieri from Asti; 
23rd Inf. Regt. from Tripoli; two battns. of 37th Inf. from Tripoli; one 
X - G .  Section of dscari (Erithrean Battalion), 50 men; one W-G. Section 
Bersagljeri, 50 men; one Field Battery from Horns; one Heavy Battery 
of the 10th Regt. with four guns;  a battalion of Ascnri which had arrived 
from Erithrea, in the Military Transport “ Count Carour.” 

T h e  strength of the division under Lielit.-General Garioni was about 
ten to twelve thowand men. 

hlav. 1912] THE WAR IN TIiE MEDITERRANEAN 

THE SEIGIIBOURIIOOD OF SIDI SAID. 

[Erproduced from ;he ’‘ Corrlerr de- L%a.l” 

T h e  transports employed were the “ Alinas ”; ‘I B u l p r i a  ”; “Sannis”; 
“ Verona,”; “ Riva ”; “ Libia ”; “Tripolitania ”; I ‘  Labor ”; supported 
by seven 1 talian men-of-war and nine torpedo-boats commanded by Vice- 
:\drniral Borea Ricchi. 

The  operations began on the 8th with a demonstration by X I  torpedo 
craft against Zuara and the coast to the eastward. A reconnaissance 
was also made of the deep-water anchorage opposite the village. Next 
day a portion of the fleet anchored off Zuara, while a feigned landing 
was made from the transports accompanied hy small craft to the eastward. 
From dawn to 4 p m .  on the 10th the fleet bombarded Zuara, a t  a range 
of about 1,300 yards, and in order to hold the Turks  to  the neighbourhood 
of that village. 

In the meanwhile a division, under the command of General Garioni, 
had commenced landing very early on the loth, near tlrc Tunisian frontier, 
on the blacebez peninsula, which had been chosen as the base of opera- 
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tions. By noon the greater part of the force had diseinbarlted and the 
stores began to be landed. I t  was hoped that the expeditionary force 
would have reached the mainland at  Fort  Bu I<eniniesa the same evening, 
but  the rough weather delayed matters. At I I  a m .  on April 11th a 
company of Ascari, with detachments of seamen and engineers, suc- 
ceeded in crossing the creek between the peninsula and the coast, and 
occupied Fort Bu Kemmesa without opposition. The naval demonstra- 
tion a t  Zuara had succeeded in the meanwhile in holding the Turco- 
Arabs at  that place. 

In  the evening the Fort was attacked, but the enemy was driven 
off by the Ascaris and by the guns of the fleet. The disembarkation was  
completed by 10 p.m. on the xxth April. 

The whole operations were conducted with the greatest secrecy, and 
no hint of the movements appeared in the Press until the landing had 
been nearly completed. 

Fort Bu Kemmesa is  zo miles west of Zuara, 40 miles east of the 
Tunisian frontier. I t  commands the caravan route from Sfas into Libya, 
along which runs the telegraph from Zuara to Ben Gardine and Tunis. 
The only route now left open for contraband of nar from Tunis appears 
to be that inland from Gharian via Kasr  Jefren, Sintan and h’alut, which 
crosses the frontier 60 miles from the sea. 

Comments in  the Press while approving of the occupation of Fort  
Bu Kernmesa consider that  Reg Daline. 12 miles south of Zuara, should be 
occupied. This is, apparently, the headquarters of the Turco-Arabs in 
this neighbourhood. I t  is also said that  Zuara must be captured, and 
that mobile columns should be formed in this zone, for which a t  present 
it is considered that the ilscari and local levies alone are suitable. 

Tfie Efrsferii Theatre of Opcriifioiis. 
DERNA.--ilt 7 a.m. on the 3rd h r c h  a battalion of the 3jth infantry, 

which had recently arrived in the country, and which had been sent 
out on outpost duty to  protect the working parties at Fort Lombardia.1 
was attacked, but succeeded, after three-quarters of a n  hour’s fighting, in  
driving the enemy back from position to  position at the point of the 
bayonet. The attack was renewed a t  I I  a.m. by a force which advanced. 
widely extended, on a front of two and a half miles, so a s  to avoid loss 
from rifle fire and to  envelop the fianlis of the Italian troops. 

Three battalions of the Alpini, the  gSth and 26th Kegiments, with 
portions of the Ivrea and  Verona battalions, and a mountain battery, suc- 
ceeded in checking the turning movement and  in driving the enemy 
westward to the Wadi-Bu-hlsafer. Here the Arabs succeeded in malting 
a stand until three o’cloclc, in spite of the heavy rifle fire and machine- 
gun fire from the Italian infantry, supported by two batteries in the 
Lombardy redoubt. General Trombi ordered forward three more bat- 
talions, 2 (the Saluzzo and one each of the zznd and 40th Regiments) 
under General Capello, to  make :i turning movement against the enemy’s 
right. At nightfall only, and after much hand to hand fighting, was 
the cncniy dislodged from this position. A large force of Turkish 
regulars are said to have taken part in the battle; this doubtless 
accounts for the stubborn pertinacity of thc defence; E n w r  Bey is  

1 See map in March JOURSAL, pafie 414. 
2 Or five according to sonic accounts. 
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THE WAR IS THE MEDITERRANEAN i 1 5  

believed to  have commanded the Turcohrabs,  and is said to have been 
wounded. The Italians’ losses were eight oficers and 5 2  men killed 
and 13 ofiicers and 164 men wounded. 

For some 
days the enemy had been observed to  be more active, but at every threat 
of attack they retired out of range. On the 15th April, however, a 
serious advance began about midday against the Lombard! Fort. Four 
guns opened a \\*ell-directed fire upon the fort, supported by rifle fire 
on a front of some three miles. 

The garrison of the fort, consisting of four companies of infantry, 
a field battery and a machine-gun section, \\-as reinforced by a compnny 
of -4Ipini and some guns, but the attack continued until G.30 p.m. ?‘he 
Turkish guns were well posted and skilfully hidden, but were no match 
for the Italian artillery. Only three shells, out of over 100 fired, burst in 
the vicinity of the fort, and the Italian losses were only one man killed 
and  one slightly wounded. 

TO~RUXL-OI~ the morning of the 11th hIarch two battalions of the 
34th infantry and a mountain battery moved out from the trenches as 
escort to a company of engineers, who were to trace out a new fort. 
About midday a considerable force of Turcohrabs  advanced to  within 
two and a half miles of the work. The  mountain battery and some guns 
in a fort opcned fire, and two and a half battalions of the 20th infantry were 
ordered t o  advance against the enemy’s left, whilst the 34th Regiment 
made two successive frontal attaclis with the bayonet, and the 20th 
infantry moved up and checked a turning movement against the Italian 
right. At about four o’clock the impetuosity of the enemy’s attacks 
diminished,. and shortly afterwards they withdrew. 

The Turkish reports assert that the Italians were driven back with 
a loss 0f.2,000, but the Italian official account states that one officer and 
12 men were killed and three officers and 70 men’wounded. 

BENCII~~zI.-~nformation having been received that two oases to the 
north-east of Fojat had been strongly occupied by the enemy, General Bric- 
cola ordered Major-General Ameglio on the 12th March to attack and 
occupy them. The task was cntrustcd to a column composed of seven 
infantry battalions, drawn from the 6th. 4th, 63rd, j j t h  and 73th Regi- 
ments, with threee mountain batteries and two field batteries. A cavalry 
regiment and mounted “ friendlies ” also took part. The  strength of the 
Turco-Arabs is said to  have been 6,000. 

The action was begun by a preparatory bombardment of the position 
by the &inch guns in the two redoubts, assisted by the field and moun- 
tain artillery; in all 2s guns were in action. The attack was made in 
two columns, the left consisting of two battalions of the 57th and one 
of the 79th Regiment, with the field guns, and the right column of two 
battalions of the 4th and one of the 63rd Regiment; one battalion of the 
57th was held in reserve in the centre; the cavalry was massed near 
the Roma redoubt, to guard the right flank and rear of the attack. 

The  two columns carried out a flanking movement, extending under a 
heavy fire, and drove the Turco-Arabs out of the oases. The enemy’s 
losses are said to have been enormous, more than 400 corpses being 
found in the oases alone. Fighting was over a t  2 p-m., but the cavalry 
continued the pursuit till the evening. The Italian losses are given as 
three officers and 26 men killed, seven oficers and j j  men wounded. 
The  tactics employed cat1 for no comment, but the bravery and tenacity 

A1.W’ 1 y z J  

Further fighting took place at Derna on the 15th April. 
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of the enemy were excellent. Major-General =\meglio was specially pro- 
moted to the rank of Lieut.-General on the 16th 3Iatch. 

Consideralh numbers of Arabs are reported as arriving from the 
regions of Ghqt and Ghadanies to reinforce the Turco-.\rab forces in the 
western theatre. Edhem Pasha, thc Turkish commander a t  Tobruli, has  
left for Constantinople to recuperate, and has been succceded temporarily 
by Nazim Pasha. 

(d) Aeronautics. 
The following are some of the most important achievements by 

aircraft during hIarch and April :- 
DrRIcIBLEs.--r~fter some preliminary flights in the first week of 

March the ‘ I  Pz ” and I ‘  P3 ” made a reconnaissance on the 12th 
March of the coast some 16 miles beyond Zanzur and z j  miles from 
Tripoli as far as Zavia, where a hostile encampment was found; 2 j  

bombs were dropped into it, with some effect. The  flight lasted three 
hours, during which time the dirigibles were frequently fired upon without 
damage, and dropped boniba into camps, trenches, and caravans. 

The practice from a height of some 3,300 feet is said to have been 
excellent, and the results annihilating. On March ISth, dirigible ‘ I  Pz ” 
carried out another reconnaissance, throwing bombs on the hostile camps 
beyond Zanzur, and on hiarch 19th both dirigibles went out again, 
throwing over 30 bombs into four camps near Suani-Benidden. 

In  April the dirigibles ’‘ Pz ” and “ P3 ” carried out a reconnais- 
sance in the direction of Zuara, flying a t  a height of 3,600 feet, and  
travelling altogether 1’5 miles. At Zuara 
a careful reconnaissance was made over the city, sketches and photographs 
were taken, and the effect of the recent naval bombardment was noticed; 
a few bombs w r e  dropped, and the dirigibles returned by 1.15 p.m. TWO 
dirigibles flew from TrIpoli to Bu Iiemmesa, remaining 12 hours in the 
air, and only stopping one hour near Zuara \shere they replenished their 
store of petrol from the fleet. 

“ Pz ” has a crew consisting of a major and two naval lieutenants, 
and ‘ I  P3 ” has a major, a naval lieutenant and an artillery subaltern; 
so that with mechanics each carries four men. 

AEROPLAh’ES.-c3pt. Piazza made a n  aeroplane flight by night, in 
a Blbriot, on the 4 th .  hIarch. Starting a t  g pm.,  he rose to a height of 
about 1,000 feet, passing over the city to the Oasis of Tajura, and returned 
over the sea to the aviation ground. Shortly after Lieut. Gavotti made a 
similar flight on a Farman biplane. O n  the 9th March Capt. hlorzo in a 
Nieuport aeroplane flew in three-quarters of an hour to Gargaresch, 
Fonduk-Ben-Gascir, Tajura, and back to Tripoli. A few small groups 
of the enemy were seen at  Fonduli-Ben-Gascir and a f e y  camps a t  
Suani-Beni-Aden. When passing over the outposts to the north of the 
former place he was fired on and one rifle bullet passed through a wing. 
On the 13th March, the day after the battle of Benghazi, Lieut. Can- 
noniere made a reconnaissance of the enemy’s camp some 11 miles to 
the southward. A strong wind was blowing and the weather conditions 
were bad. The aviator’s account of his flight is most thrilling, and his 
aeroplane on several occasions fell great distanccs. H e  carried two 
bombs, which he preferred to launch by hand, by quitting hold momen- 
tarily of the lever. On each occasion the action nearly proved fatal, the 
aeroplane becoming out of hand and the aviator suffering from giddiness. 

Tripoli \vas left a t  S.Ij a.m. 
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On the IGth April Lieut. Palma dc Ccsnola flew from Tripoli to JIacabez, 
a distance of 125 miles, in two hours and 16 minutes. 

Successful experiments have been carried out since the outbreak of 
war a t  Vigna di Valle on the Lake of Bracciano with a sieic- to improving 
the bombs and increasing their safety arrangements. 

(e) Xeutrals. 
i\lixx,trros.--On March 9th the five great Powers addressed communi- 

cations separately through their hinbassadors to the Italian Minister for 
Foreign Affairs to ascertain the terms on which Italy would be prepared 
to consider the question of mediation. The Italian reply was received 
on the 15th. According to the Press it stated that Italy could not consider 
any  proposals which did not recognize the annesation of Tripoli. 

In  April 3 similar attempt at mediation was made at Constantinople. 
The Porte’s reply to the Powers’ communication was handed to the 
Ambassadors on the 23rd April. I t  is couched in moderate language, but 
is believed to  set forth as a primary condition for mediation that the 
Italian, troops be \\ ithdrawn from Xorth Rfricq. The  Sultan’s spccch 
from the Throne at  the opening of the Chamber on the ISth April also 
affirmed the resolve to uphold at  all costs Ottoman sovereignty in Tripoli 
and Uenghazi. 

The  more friendly policy pursued by Austria tossards Italy in connec- 
tion with the annexation of Tripoli appears to  have produced a consider- 
able rcvulsion of Italian national feeling in  favour of Austria. Friendly 
demonstrations of the Roman crowd in front of the Austrian Embassy 
have taken place lately on several occasions. 

.- 

NAVAL AND MILITARY CALENDAR. 

APRIL, 19x2. 

2nd (Tues.) H.3I.S. Swiftsure ” arrived at Portsmouth from Ned- 

6th (Sat.) H.?d.S. ‘‘ Monarch ” commissioned at Portsmouth. 
7th (Sun3 Centenary of t h e  capture of Uadajos. 

loth (Wed.) H.1I.S. ‘‘ Monrnouth ” paid off a t  Colombo and rccommissioned 
the following day. 

18th (Thurs.) Bombardment of the Dardanelles forts by the Italian fieet. 
19th (Fri.) H.1I.S. I‘ Yarniouth ” commissioned a t  Chatharn. 
23rd (Tues.) H.hI.S. “ Black Prince” paid off a t  Portsmouth and recom- 

missioned the following day. 
27th (Sat.) Launch of first-class battleship ‘I Kcenig Albert ” from the 

Schichau,Yard, Danzig, for Imperial German Navy. 
29th \Ifon.) Launch of H.M.S. “ Maidstone, ” Submarine DepBt-Ship, from 

Scott’s Yard, Greenock. 
30th. (Tues.) Launch of second-class cruiser ‘I Dublin ” from the Beardmore 

Tmd, Dalmuir. 

iterranean. 
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